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Lt. Marla McGivers (Madlyn Soloman Rhue); Khan Noonien Singh (Ricardo Gonzalo Pedro 

Montalbán y Merino) and James Tiberius Kirk (William Alan Shatner) in an image from the Star Trek 

series episode Space Seed © Paramount Pictures, 2022. 



Khan Noonien Singh, or just Khan is the tyrannic being who one day sought to govern 
planet Earth and the next day was exiled by those who rejected to tolerate his 
megalomaniac instincts of domination. 

Khan, the same who was cable of seducing with his speech both men and women, 
including those who were opposed to his despotism and tyrannic personal touch 
coated with Milton’s verses. 

Let's make history. In a supposed 1992 the Eugenic Wars would begin (which do not 
correspond to the Third World War), in which a subject named Khan Noonien Sing 
would rise up as an aspiring leader of the entire Planet Earth. His goal, as a follower 
and perverter of the ideas of the German philosopher Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche 
(1844-1900), would be to create a race of supermen and superwomen who would be in 
charge of fulfilling his mission. Fortunately, like other racist and unconscionable 
dictators, he would end up being overtaken by a mass of citizens he despised. This 
new "National Socialism" of an oriental nature would be dismantled in 1996, when Khan 
and his genetic wonders were forced to leave Planet Earth aboard the SS Botany Bay, 
leaving its crew in suspended animation until they reached their destination.





The heartless and cruel conqueror, Khan Noonien Singh (Ricardo Gonzalo Pedro Montalbán y Merino) and 
Lt. Marla McGivers (Madlyn Soloman Rhue) in an image from the Star Trek series episode "Space Seed" © 
Paramount Pictures, 2022.





Space Seed gives us the chance to hear some of the best lines from Dr. Leonard H. Bones McCoy in all of 
history. Especially memorable is the cold blood that he shows before a Khan who threatens him with a scalpel 
on his throat: “it would be best if he cut my carotid artery, below my left ear”.





Carey Wilbur, author of the plot of the chapter, recognized that the concept of the chapter was taken from the 
series Captain Video and his video rangers (1949-1955), although later the script had a much more serious 
development. In the first draft, Khan was of Norse origin, Viking to be exact, and his name was Harold 
Ericcson. In the same way, he was not a fanatic, but a real criminal who wanted to hijack the ship to dedicate 
himself to piracy and who will end up redeemed by the love of Marla. 

In the episode that ended up being recorded, the adoration of Lieutenant Marla McGivers, historian of the 
Enterprise ship for Khan, is not free, something is well reflected when seeing her room, full of images, 
paintings, busts and other elements that they idolize the conquests and the image of dictators of the past of 
Planet Earth.
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Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan. 



Harve (Bennett) and Bob (Sallin) just kind of blinked at each other for a minute 
or two, until finally Bod said, “Well… we have a BIG problema” I said, “What 
problem?” They said, “Well, our special effects house is ILM and the say that if 
they don´t have a script in twelve days, they can´t guarantee that our special 
effects will be ready by the time we´re done shooting” I, being very young and 
very stupid, them said, “Oh, that´s okay. I can write this in twelve days”. And 
Harve looked at me like I was crazy and said, “We couldn´t even make your 
deal in twelve days.” 

Then I did something for which I´ve always felt very strange. I said “forget about 
my deal, forget about my writing credit, because if nobody else does this, 
there´s not gonna be any movie. I´m writing it for nothing. You decide whose 
name goes in the credits later”. Later that day I told my agent what I had done, 
and I really thought he was gonna kill me.   

Nicholas Meyer 



Khan Noonien Singh is the spitting image of 
the literary Captain Ahab, as fanatic, irrational 
and vengeful to a fault as the book character, 
sadly for those who travel with him. 

Khan Noonien Singh (Ricardo Gonzalo Pedro Montalbán y Merino) in an 

image from Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan © Paramount Pictures, 2022.



Let me go back to Star Trek the TV series. All of a sudden I am offered a role in an episode 
of Star Trek entitled “Space Seed” (First season, 1/22. Original air date in the United 
States: 16.02.1967) I was familiar with the show, and I really thought it was something 
special. Also, the role of Khan (Noonian Singh) was very different. This was not your 
standard cardboard villain. Khan had Depth, intelligence, and he wasn´t entirely evil. 
Indeed, some of his ideas were genuinely noble. His villainy really sprang from an 
overwhelming appetite for omnipotence. 

Therefore, Khan is not insane, but obsessed, out of control. Nick Meyer (the director and 
screenwriter, Uncredited, of the movie Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan) also gave me a 
copy of Moby Dick, because he felt that Khan should be consumed by his quest for 
revenge in the way that Ahab had been consumed by his quest for the whale. 

Ricardo Montalban



Illustration of the original novel of 
Herman Melville, Moby Dick, for its 
edition of the year 1902 and image 
of the actor Eldred Gregory Peck 
characterized with the tormented 
and obsessed captain Ahab for the 
film by John Huston, based on said 
novel and shot in 1956 © 2022 
Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.



Khan Noonien Singh… His insane notions will make the staff aboard Starship
Entreprise NCC-1701 face an impossible dilemma to solve. Indeed, they will 
have to draw upon another literary story, A Tale of Two Cities by Charles 
Dickens to endure the wrath of the one who swore revenge without thought to 
the consequences.



Director Nicholas Meyer at a time during the 

filming of the movie Star Trek II: The Wrath of 

Khan, along with actor William Alan Shatner 

(James Tiberius Kirk) © Paramount Pictures, 

2022.



I´m interested in good stories first. I saw some Star Trek stuff after the film offered to me, 
and they also ran the first movie for me. I didn´t like that very much. I thought that it was 
spectacular in some ways, but I didn´t like the way people looked r what I considered the 
lamentable absence of story and human interaction. 
Adding dimension to the characters was definitely the aim. I have always thought, to the 
extent that I´ve had any clear thoughts about Star Trek, that it was something that for one 
reason or another never quite fulfilled its promise, This was an opportunity to make 
something right that had never quite been on the nose before. It was not necessary for me 
to see Admiral Kirk go to the bathroom, but I said why couldn´t he read a book? 

At which point, I grabbed the firts book off my shelf, which was Tale of the Two Cities, and 
for some reason or another, I just stuck with that. That became the theme of the movie. 
Leonard (Nimoy) and William (Shatner) got excited because they always felt in some way 
that they had the Sidney Carlton-Charles Darnay relationship going on between them. 
From all of that came age! Interestingly enough, Star Trek II is not very much about 
science fiction, the Genesis Planet aside. Its themes are entirely earthbound -death, aging, 
friendship…

Nicholas Meyer 





David Marcus (Merritt R. Butrick) and Tle, Saavik (Kirstie Louise Alley) in an image from Star Trek II: The 
Wrath of Khan © Paramount Pictures, 2022.





James Tiberius Kirk (William Alan Shatner) and Cap. Spock (Leonard Simon Nimoy) in an image from Star 
Trek II: The Wrath of Khan © Paramount Pictures, 2022.



Khan proudly assures Kirk "I'm fifty times stronger than you", we can assume he's not lying. But a self-
confident Kirk might as well reply: "Yes, but I'm more skilled.“

This dialogue developed decades ago could well serve as a prologue to explain the scenario of the 
Kobayashi Maru event

The Kobayashi Maru is a training exercise in the Star Trek franchise designed to test the character of 
Starfleet Academy cadets in a no-win scenario.
The notional goal of the exercise is to rescue the civilian spaceship Kobayashi Maru, which is damaged and 
stranded in dangerous territory. The cadet being evaluated must decide whether to attempt to rescue the 
Kobayashi Maru—endangering their ship and crew—or leave the Kobayashi Maru to certain destruction. If 
the cadet chooses to attempt a rescue, an insurmountable enemy force attacks their vessel. 

The test is introduced in the opening of Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan, with Lieutenant Saavik commanding 
her crew on a bridge simulator. They receive a distress call from the Kobayashi Maru and enter the Klingon 
Neutral Zone to rescue it. The crew loses contact with the civilian ship and three Klingon vessels attack. With 
the bridge crew dead and the ship badly damaged, Saavik orders the crew to abandon ship and the 
simulation ends. When Saavik says the test is unfair because there is no way to win, Admiral James T. Kirk 
replies that a starship captain might face an actual "no-win scenario". 

Later in the film, Kirk reveals that he beat the Kobayashi Maru as a cadet on his third attempt by 
reprogramming the simulation to make it possible to rescue the ship, and that he does not actually believe in 
the idea of a no-win scenario. 



Cap. Spock (Leonard Simon Nimoy) in 

an image from Star Trek II: The Wrath 

of Khan © Paramount Pictures, 2022.



Certainly I was having mixed feeling about Spock´s dying, especially in the face 
of our recent reinvigoration, but the idea behind “Remember” was Harve´s. He 
came to me and said. “Leonard, let´s talk about something. What can you do or 
say in this scene that will suggest that there´s some remnant of Spock, some kind 
of implant that still retains the most basic being of the character? And we 
discussed it, came up with the “Remember” business. There´s a world of ideas to 
be explored in terms of the Vulcan beliefs about Metaphysics, about life, death, 
and life -Vulcan veliefs about reincarnation of transmigration of the spirit. What 
was it that Spock planted in McCoy´s mind when he said “Remember”? 

Leonard Nimoy 



Japanese movie poster Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan (1982)



In Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan there is no white whale which must be 
followed and hunted down, though it is an epic story in “the last frontier”. 
Fourty years later the film still has a very valid argument and Khan Noonien
Singh’s irrationality has not become stale over time. 
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